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Dear Brothers in your respective fraternities,    

Warmest greetings and best wishes to each one of you. 

As the season of Advent is near at hand, I wish that we 

should make good use of this season for our holistic 

renewal. As we all know, Advent is the time we are 

given to welcome the Lord who comes to encounter us, 

and also to verify our longing for God, to look forward 

and prepare ourselves for Christ’s return; so is the time 

of hope, peace, joy and love. During this time, it is my 

prayer that each one of us would find opportunities to 

reflect on our own authentic identity, faith, and 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a partic-

ular opportunity for each of us to stay focused and alert. 

Hence, we are reminded not only of the awe-inspiring, 

world-changing, life-altering gift that is Jesus Christ, but 

also of our need for this Jesus Christ to heal us in our 

brokenness and fragilities. May Christ abide in our 

hearts always, especially during Advent. 

 

LOCAL SUPERIORS’ MEETING 

On November 28, 2019, we had the Local Superiors’ 

meeting at Holy Saviour’s Fraternity, Addis Ababa. Be-

sides some other important issues related to our life, 

they discussed thoroughly concerning the pros and cons 

of the recently established Capuchin Provincial Solidari-

ty Fund. Our Local Superiors are unanimous with re-

gard to the necessity and importance of the establish-

ment of the Solidarity Fund. Notwithstanding, they 

pointed out that maximum prudence and transparency 

should be exercised, while executing the aforemen-

tioned fund, so as to avoid unnecessary mistrust and 

confusion. Thus, following such a meeting, I am im-

pelled to send you all this Letter to brief you on the mat-

ter profoundly discoursed.  

As already explicated in the last News Letter, the main 

purpose of the establishment of the Provincial Solidarity 

Fund is to create mechanism to support some disadvan-

tageous fraternities of ours through fairly using the as-

sets found in different fraternities of the Province. For 

all the assets we have in all the fraternities belong to 

the Province, not to that particular fraternity alone. In this 

way, it is hoped to gradually narrow a notable economi-

cal gap and opportunities existing among our fraternities 

and share among ourselves in equity. It is therefore not 

fair to see while some fraternities lead a decent life, 

whereas some others are in want of fundamental things. 

Unless we now strive to create a Fraternal Economy to-

gether, the already existing gap continues to become even 

bigger, thereby badly damaging the spirit of our fraternal 

life and creating unhelpful disparity between those who 

haves and not.   

 Herewith, dear brothers, I am therefore kindly asking 

you to be as generous as possible to contribute to the Pro-

vincial Solidarity Fund from the respective services you 

are presently rendering. Be that as it may, both small and 

relatively big contribution should be done in the name of 

that particular fraternity where you are based. As already 

noted, all the services and assets belong to the fraternities 

as well as to the Province. For all the fraternities along 

with their services and assets belong to the Province.  

Having succinctly said that, the aforementioned contribu-

tions could be collected from our institutions, schools, 

kindergartens, parishes and fraternities’ reserve. There is 

no fixed amount. This depends on the capacity of the 

above-noted sectors. Local Superiors are therefore kindly 

asked to collect the contributions at your earliest conven-

ience and send to the bank account of the Solidarity 

Fund. Be informed that there will be audition as far as 

accountability is concerned. Moreover, a kind of manual 

dealing with the objective and use of the Provincial Soli-

darity Fund is in preparation and will be sent to you no 

sooner than will it be completed.  

 

TRAVELS 

Brothers who travel from one fraternity to another with 

the permission of the Local Superiors for some       im-

portant reasons are kindly  reminded not exceed the dates 

of their stay in such a fraternity more than 7 days. In case 

of   necessity the dates of their stay could be extended 

with a special permission of the  Provincial Minister. It 

should be noted, however, that brothers who stay in an-
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Major Superiors for Africa (CAMSA) was held from  Novem-

ber 11-15, 2019 in Addis Ababa, Capuchin retreat and re-

search center. There were about 30 participants from all over 

Africa. The theme for the meeting was  Formation and      

Mission. The two African General councilors were present, 

Br. Norbert and Br. Killian. Br. Jaime, from the General Curia 

formation commission was also invited as one of the resource 

persons. Two other brothers, both, from Tanzania, Br. Wolf-

gang and Br. Williams,  were invited to give  inputs on the 

different aspect of the aforementioned theme. Br. Antonios 

Alberto has helped the meeting in translating languages. The 

assembly has also ratified its statutes and has chosen its per-

manent seat and permanent secretary.   Ethiopia has been cho-

sen to be the Center for CAMSA and the permanent secretary 

was proposed to be an Ethiopian. The string committee pro-

posed Br. Gabriel W/Hanna as the permanent Secretary and 

then asked  the Provincial of Ethiopia for it and  the Provincial 

Minister accepted the  Proposal. Accordingly, Br.   Gabriel W/

Hanna has been nominated to be the Permanent Secretary of 

CAMSA and the office will be at St. Francis    Friary, Gulelle. 

* As many of us have heard, Br. Daniel Assefa asked the   

Provincial Minster for one year of absence for Personal Rea-

son and the Provincial Council in its extraordinary meeting 

held in 26th October 2019 agreed to grant him his request. 

* Our General Minister, after having considered Br. Daniel 

Assefa’s resignation, has nominated Br. Worku Yohannes as 

the 4th Councillor (cfr. Attached document).  

EULOGIES 

 In the month of September the brother of  Br. Dawit  has 

passed on to eternal life. 

 In the month of October the sister of our Br. Zelelew     

 Anjulo has passed on to eternal life. 

 In the month of November the father of our Br.     Tilaye, 

Ato Alemshet has passed on to eternal life. 

 

 On the same month sister death has visited our   Province; 

we lost our beloved brother, Br. Tamrat Tefera.  

 

May they all rest in eternal peace and we all are encouraged to 

continue to pray for their Soul and consolation for the grieved 

family members.  

other fraternity   longer than one day are asked to 

contribute something to that fraternity, like Mass In-

tentions or not less than 100 Eth. Birr per day. In ad-

dition, it is their duty to contribute even if the Local 

Superior of the fraternity in question does not dare to 

ask them to do so. In this way we can develop the 

spirit of solidarity, thereby doing away with becom-

ing unnecessary burdens to that fraternity. Moreover, 

all the brothers are advised and highly encouraged to 

inform their respective Local Superiors or Vicars 

about the dates of   arrivals and departures at least 

two days before. 

 

PROJECTS 

This is just to remind that all the brothers who pre-

sent the projects to our Project office are once again 

kindly asked, prior to presenting their applications, to 

make sure that they are agreed upon in the fraternity 

level and signed by the Local superiors. 

 

LAYING OF FOUNDATION STONES 

As we all remember, the extraordinary chapter of the 

province held 18-22 February 2019, gave mandate to 

the Provincial Council to construct three Socio-

Pastoral buildings at Adama, Hosanna and Soddo. 

Accordingly, the so long and ardently expected Socio

-Pastoral project of the Ethiopian Catholic Church, 

The Capuchin Province of Ethiopia Mary “Kidane 

Meheret” started with the laying of the foundation 

stones at Hosanna and Soddo respectively on 

Saturday 16 November 2019. The laying of 

foundation stones is therefore the beginning of the 

realization of the decision of the Provincial chapter to 

construct three building at three different localities. 

The third building of Adama will take place as soon 

as the PENDING LAND ISSUE of St. Joseph’s 

Friary of Adama is completed. We have been exert-

ing our maximum effort to secure the land since more 

than seven months.  

INFORMATION 

* After completing their Novitiate year, three of our 

students have been sent to Tanzania for their philo-

sophical studies at Jordan University.  

* A continental meeting of Capuchin Assembly of   


